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Guest Editors

Sigurd H. Berven, MD, Dean Chou, MD
Welcome to the edition entitled, Spinal defor-
mities: fundamental principles and practical applica-
tions. This edition is the result of a collaborative
effort between expert spine surgeons in neurosur-

gery and orthopaedic surgery. The operative man-
agement of patients who have deformity of the
spine is challenging and is evolving with the devel-

opment of new techniques and technologies. Ap-
proaches to management of patients who have
spinal deformity are characterized by significant

variability between and within subspecialties. The
development of an evidence-based approach to
the management of spinal deformity requires a rig-

orous assessment of clinical outcomes and ongoing
collaboration and communication among all phy-
sicians who care for patients who have disorders
of the spine. Shared resources for education and re-

search will help us to develop an optimal approach
to care, with the intention of benefiting the patient
and the provider. In this issue, we introduce
07/$ - see front matter � 2007 Published by Else

/j.nec.2007.03.004
important topics of spinal deformity to the reader,
and introduce colleagues with whom future oppor-
tunities to learn may develop. We hope you find
this issue a valuable resource.
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